PRAISE FOR BAUS & TROCHE

“Sp the writing team of Baws and Troche are stll pushing the envelope..
remimiscent of the brilliant Firesien Theater comedy of the early T0s.”

“From the opening number of their brilliant new show. Ted Baus and Debbie Trochs
hold the audience...in the palms of their incisively formy hands. . limitless comic ranze.”

THE ENTURNETIENLL EWTERTAINMERT WEIRLY

“Banned 1n Bayshead!”

\VOICE

“wry comics.. unnerving alacrity”

N E W - ¥ O R K

*Their mreverencies tonch on socio/sexnalipolitico izsues with . _rictons skillful
presentation.. . Their work bears comparison with some of the great comie pairs of
onr time (Caesar and Coca, Michols and May, Monteith and Fand).”

“The closest I can come to a descripdon is Michols and May when they stared out.”
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Twice as much fun
as you’d get from one

By DIANE STEFANI

FRCIM the opening number of
their brilliant new show
“Candid Tandems," Ted Baus and
Debbie Troche hold the audience
at Don't Tell Mama in the palms
of their incisively funny hands,
Swathed in what look like black
straitjackets to make them ap-
pear suspended upside-down — ag
in the womb — the comic actors
delve into a routine about twins
who've just discovered they're
about to be born into this world,
The next sketch (as with many of
the routines), about two former so-
ciety  types turned homeless
persons, should appeal to a yuppie
clientele. To prove they can still
live up to the appearance of wealth,
“Gabrielle" wears a dress made
out of a shower curtain Diane
Sawyer threw out and “Martin”
turns Harry Helmsley's under-

COMEDY review

wear into a sophisticated cravat.

Two of their strongeat numbers
are holdovers from two vears ago:
"The Working Woman's Workout"
(she wears a T-shirt that reads
BEMW-MBA-CEQ2B) and my per-
sonal favorite: two prammar-
school kids teaching a lesson on
the importance of safe sex.

While credit goes to both for the
sharp-witted material, clearly
"Candid Tandems” is buoyed by the
limitless comie range and talent of
Troche, whose characters Inelude a
corporate executive/supermom, a
horny Latin boy confused about his
sexuality, and an oversexed Ben-
sonhurst babe.

Don't Tell Mama, 343 W. 46th 5t
Wednesdays at T:30 p.m. through July.
Cover, 310; two-drink minimum; (212)
T31-0788.
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BANNED IN BAYSHEAD

By JIM ROBBINS
HEW YORE Pate Giovine and

Martha MeGraw, operators of
a *.:'.'n.rr.'.:niLv theater on the
=, nave been locked
Iﬁht'ﬂl st |':Lr§r]s- to stay in
zz, The last thing they
was @ racy act that
1 the townspeonle.

. comedy team

2 booled
Place
thres
They opened on &
nig 4|L By Friday
had their walking

Aayshe
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night, they
papers,
“The peneral consensus was
thatitdidn't goover,” said Ted
BEaus, who performs issue-ori-
ented improvisations with
Diebby Troché, "First [Giovine
and MeGraw] said eome hacl
tomorrow and give it another
zhot, but we get there the next
day and [MeGraw] said too
many people from the town
called and complained.”

At one point in their act,
which thevy are h1 inging to
(zotham 1]1[1Irm = month,
Banzand T

Troché limn two fifth
graders presentin
pf'l"[ an B,

Fa class re-
As a visua

zafe

aid, Baus rolls a condom onto a
'f'l.'l..ll.J]J:!!'.

Giovine, who openad the
TETIE '.vt,h M I‘(_r"'.l‘..'.-' ‘nlq" 17,
& "d Lhe Sucur 1 L ZII! “Was
ane of the many things people
foando ive. The sexualun-
dertones in the act were just

not what we anticipated,”

‘Highly recommended’

Admitti ‘we probably
should have interviewed tham
mare thoroughly,” Glovine said
Baus and Troché “came very
highly recommended.”

Fete and Martha's Place, a
nonprofit theater that dossn’
aven have juer license, de
pends on eitizen donations for
its survival,

Last week, Giovine issued
“a plea of de i
loes] aommunits
and residenta™ saying the thea
ter needed 210,000, (The thea-
ter has recafved $300,000 in
donaticns over the past five
manths, per Giovine,)

“The club owes me $1,200,"
Baus zzid, "added to the insult
of dragping our butts out there
to do the show and then being
told, "We don't like it
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Those already loco about Coco can also catch the diva
Fridays at Eighty-Eights, where she's breaking in some new
material in “*A Legend in Progress.” And Wednesdays at
Don’t Tell Mama (all right, tell her), they can catch up with
an act Leupp once performed with—wry comics Baus and
Troche, whose show Candid Tandems is centered on a skit
about young students demonstrating safe sex. The inven-
tive kids act out their imagined techniques by using a
cucumber and three condoms, later answering questions
from the audience (“Do you smoke afterwards?” “Only if
you're really hot”) with unnerving alacrity. The act was
banned in Bayshead, New Jersey, which should be recom-
mendation enough. i
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by John Hoglund

he comedy duo of Ted Baus and

Deborah Troché has been making

waves over the past few years
locally. Their irreverencies touch on
sociofsexual/politico issues with such a
rictous, skillful presentation that they
may soon become household words, Their
wark bears comparison with some of the
great comic pairs of our time (Caesar and
Coca, Nichols and May, Monteith and
[land, and so forth). Blasting contem-
porary stereotypes and making more
than a few cultural digs, their lengthy set
is unflaggingly, hysterically funny. The
skits require no set-up as they plunge
right into it all, and keep the audience
holding onto its sides throughout.

Y O R K

Their comic jaunts take the crowd on
bizarre and recognizable romps. For ex
ample, an urban high-energy yuppie
aerobics duo sends out a strong social
message while the audience guffaws to
tears, as they poke fun at everyday ex-
cesses: caffeine, wvapid jargon, and
obsessive possessiveness. Troché's rapid-
fire delivery and movement are convul-
sively funny. Other bits include a
metaphysical transchanneling that has
Baus totally out ta lunch, a Star Search
audition setup complete with role rever-
zals, and a not-to-be belisved “I Am
Woman.”

At times, the skits run longer than
necessary and hyperbole is stretched to
the max in spots. However, thiz pair of
loonies offers uproarious unadulterated
camedy that really works, While some of
the esoteric material might be above
more than a few heads most of the
steveotypical characters are redolent
with truthfulness. And, while some
editing may be called for, Baus & Troché
are mighty contempo comics with a mis-
sion: to make us laugh at the world
arvound us.

Baus & Troché are currently running
on alternate days at The Duplex, 61
Christopher. For information and to
reserve: (212) 254-3954.




by Alison Steele

If you're in the Theater District, drop in-
to Don’t Tell Mama (343 W. 46th St
757-0788), a sophisticated little place that
features a steady parade of talented young
performers in cabaret. There are several
shows during the evening and a different
lineup every night. On Wednesday this
month, the 7:30pm show stars a wonderful
comedy team, Baus and Troché. The clos-
est I can come to a description is Nichols
and May when they started out.
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